
PASTOR 
Reverend Patrick R. Driscoll 
Office 277-5631   Home 649-2522 
pastor@holy-spirit-church.com 
 

SENIOR PRIEST 
Reverend Philip A. McKenna 
Office 277-5631  Home 395-6300 
frmckenna@holy-spirit-church.com 
 

DEACON 
Reverend Mr. Gene Wadas 
279-9637        wadi324@aol.com 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
277-5631    8:45am-4:45pm Monday – Friday 
 

Office Manager:  Karen Franklin 
office@holy-spirit-church.com 
 

Business Manager:  Mike Powell  277-2434 
bookkeeper@holy-spirit-church.com 
 

Liturgy Coordinator:  Mary Nell Pecot 
207-0342   
liturgycoordinator@holy-spirit-church.com 
 

Music Coordinator: Mary Conversino 
270-8234  
 

Building in the Spirit Campaign: John Klein 
277-1989 campaign@holy-spirit-church.com 
 
 

OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION 
Assistant:   John Klein   277-1989 
dre-asst@holy-spirit-church.com 
 

Pre-School – 8th Grade:  Evelyn Moreira 
277-1989 dre@holy-spirit-church.com 
 

High School Grades 9-12 
Lifeteen & Teen Cafe:  Ryan Bravata 
 277-3743 or cell (334) 797-5139 
rosaryinmypoket222@gmail.com 
 

Adult Formation:  Kevin Ryan  
277-3428 ktryan@holy-spirit-church.com 
 

OTHER 
Kitchen:  Phyllis DeHeck  318-4802 
 

Montgomery Catholic Preparatory School 
Holy Spirit Campus:  
Mary Kelly 272-7221 ext. 32 
 

Mobile Archdiocesan Child Protection  
Office:  1-251-434-1559 
 

Nationwide Mass Times & Locations:   
410-676-6000 or masstimes.org 

MASS TIMES: Saturday Vigil: 5:30pm 
  Sunday: 8:00am, 11:00am, 5:30pm 
  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:  8:10am 
  Wednesday:  6:30pm 
  First Friday each month: 9:00pm followed by  
   Eucharistic Adoration until Midnight 
  First Saturday each month:  9:00am  

 

Spanish Mass:   Ultimo Domingo del Mes a las tres de la tarde. 
 
 

Pray the Rosary:  7:30am Mon, Tues, Thurs & Friday; 6:00pm Wed; 10:00am 
 Sunday;  Chaplet of Divine Mercy: 7:15am Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri.  
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm, Wednesday 6:00pm; and by appointment. 
 

Nursery:  8:00am & 11:00am Sunday Mass.  Contact: Bonnie McClure  
 277-9384 
 

LIFETEEN: Sundays, 6:30pm in the Parish Hall. 
 

Hearing Devices:   Assisted Listening Devices are available for all Masses.  
 Please see an Usher for assistance. 
 

Baptisms:  Baptism Preparation Classes: 2nd Monday each month, 7pm, in  
 the church.  Class is mandatory for anyone wishing to have their child 
 baptized.  Registration not required. For more information, please 
 call the Church office. 
 

Marriages:  For instructions and scheduling, please call the Church office 
 at least six months in advance.  
 

Religious Education: Sunday, 9:25-10:35am at MCPS Middle School  
 Campus, 5350 Vaughn Road. 
 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults): Offers adults the chance to 
 discover who we are as Catholic Christians and prepares them for 
 entrance into our community of faith.  For more information, contact 
 Liz Gregorius, 324-1320,  lizgregorius@charter.net   

Spiritual Formation / Evangelization:  Get closer to God through renewed 
 prayer and relationship to the church.  Contact Becky Goff, 277-1873, 
 or beckygoff@holy-spirit-church.com. 
 

Prayer Line:  If you would like to be a part of the Prayer Line Ministry  
 or place someone on our prayer line, please call Helen Frey  
 277-8609 or Maureen Moore 279-5848. 
 

WELCOME Visitors and Newcomers 
 

We welcome you to Church of the Holy Spirit and invite you to sign our guest 
book in the vestibule of the church.  New parishioners are encouraged to join 
by completing a “Census” registration form located in our welcome center in 
the vestibule of the church and returning them to one of the clergy, through 
the collection basket or to the Church Office. 
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IN YOUR CHARITY PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

The sick, homebound and hospitalized . . . 

 Serving in the Military Overseas 
• Dominic Piazza, USAF serving in Kyrqzstan, son of Robert & 

Martha Piazza 
• Maj. Shannon Smith, serving in Pakistan, son of Pam Davidson 
• Maxwell Ward, serving in Afghanistan, husband of Katherine, 

father of Maggie  
 † 

Seminarians: Victor Ingalls, Studying in Rome 
             Stephen Hellman, Notre Dame Seminary 
                      Daniel Spotswood, Jesuit Regent 
             David Hoffpauir, Legion of Christ, CT 
              Zachary Greenwell, St. Meinrad Seminary  

Jan 21  5:30pm Julie Zannini  (D) 
Jan 22  8:00am Holy Spirit Parishioners 

 11:00am Gerald LeDuc  (D) 

  5:30pm Thanksgiving-Successful Course of Treatment 

Jan 23  8:10am Norbert Maertens  (D) 

Jan 24  8:10am Eva Maraman  (D) 

Jan 25  6:30pm Maria Espinola  (D) 

Jan 26  8:10am James Hughes  (D) 

Jan 27  8:10am Doloris Postver  (D) 

Jan 28  5:30pm Betty Jo Russell  (D) 

Jan 29  8:00am Rosie Anderson  (D) 

 11:00am Joseph Berher  (D) 

   5:30pm Holy Spirit Parishioners 

   3:00pm Roger Altmiller  (D)                         Spanish 

 

2012 
Stewardship of Treasure Report 

  Year 2012 Budget:   $   1,244,220.00   
  Budget to date:   $        71,090.00 
  Sun Collections to date:  $        67,299.00 
  Sun Collection last week:  $        25,156.00    

January 18, 2012 
Checking Account   $        98,444.00  
Building Funds    $   1,456,340.00 
Operating Funds   $      300,000.00 

Kathy Adams 
Sarah Allen 
Alice Angell 
John Angell 
Faye Brantley Blackburn 
Liz Bourgeois 
Barbara Brown 
Edith Burden 
Jerry Burns 
Donald Butler 
Kerry Butler 
Sr. Mary Jeanette Cambron 
Ann Campbell 
Betty Deep 
Mildred Dunning 
Julia Duraski 
 

Cassia Edenfield 
Chase Emfinger 
Ross Fulmer 
Emma Forster 
Steve Frank 
Mary Anne Geiger 
Tom Gietl 
Hope Gore 
Preston Gore 
Madelein Hutcheson 
Virginia Irwin 
Joyce Kaysing 
Joan Kelly 
Juanita Kociba 
Jerome Kocan 
Narcisa Maier 
Rosemarie Malik 

†   

Stacy McClendon 
Lorraine McDowell 
Judi McNichol 
Nic Mullins 
Larry Neuhoff 
Lauren Nickles 
Bernadette Nickson 
Jo Ann Paddock 
Barbara Quedens 
Bernie Quedens 
Kim Roberts 
Amber Roper 
James Southerland 
Janet Theall 
Mike Thomason 
Jean Wilson 
Julie Wilson 

BUILDING IN THE SPIRIT REPORT 
 

As of January 18, 2012 
 

Challenge Goal:         $ 4,800.000 
Minimum Pledge Goal:       $ 3,000,000 
Pledges To Date:  $ 3,359,655 
Payments Received To Date:     $ 2,731,346 

Date Mass MOHC Proclaimer Usher Altar  
Servers 

Saturday 
Jan 28 

5:30pm 
 

N Goins 
J Goins 
D Barranco 
S Nath 
R Barranco 

A Godsoe 
S Barranco 

J Edenfield 
H Barbara 
C Nath 
K Lenn 

M Pope 
E Pope 
A Barranco 
A Lenn 

Sunday 
Jan 29 

8:00am 
 

L Suton 
G Bennett 
J Florey 
J Starr 
B Starr 

B Trotter 
T Green 

B Green 
K Green 
CE Murrell 
M Davis 

P Nguyen 
A Sadie 
J Sadie 

 11:00am 
 

C McCracken 
D McCracken 
J Gatz 
H Dobbs 
W Nazareno 
R Gueret 

E Shafer 
F Mozingo 

E Pappanastos 
P Pappanastos 
A Pappanastos 
G Shafer 

J Pappanastos 
F Mozingo 
C Mozingo 

 5:30pm D Vinti 
R Vinti 
M Sadie 
L Gregorius 
L Mesina 
R Bravata 

C Sadie 
E Davison 

D Norris 
C Blanchard 
ME Dean 
H Loria 

L Davison 
P Gregorius 
J Mesina 
E Mesina 

Next Week’s Liturgical Ministry Schedule 

Family Participation 
Goal:  100% 
To Date:  53%    [491 families]   
  

 

From Death To New Life With Our Lord 
 

     January 25, 2011   Yvonne S. Gray 
 26, 2008   Margaret A.S. Childers 
 27, 2009   Josslyn Blakely 
 28, 1982   Edwin J. Staub 
 

  Please pray for our deceased parishioners 

 

Mass Intentions 

Bulletin Notices 
Send to office@holy-spirit-church.com (subject to approval) 

Deadline for notices:  Tuesday, 4:00pm 

 

         Catholic Charities Sunday 
      January 29, 2012 

 

2012 Mass Intentions 
Beginning in 2012, Archbishop Rodi has changed the Mass 
stipend for all priests in the diocese from $5 to $10 for any 
Mass intention.  Please stop by the Church Office at any time 
to schedule your Mass intention in honor or memory of    
someone. 

 

             Please Pray for the Repose of the Soul of 
                         Reverend Leo J. Blanchet 
                            Archdiocese of Mobile 
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No Choir Practice 
Adult: Wednesday Jan 25 & Feb 1 

Children: Wednesday Jan 25 & Feb 1 
Youth: Sunday, Jan 22, 29 & Feb 5 

EVERY WEEK AT HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word:  during the Sunday 11am Mass. 
LRSS—Little Rock Scripture Study:  5 week sessions throughout 
 the year, Tuesday 6:30pm Conference Room, and Sunday 
 9:00am Library,  contact Kevin Ryan at 277-3428. 
Choir Practice: Adult:  Wednesday, 7:00pm in the Church 
 Youth:  Sunday, 4:15pm in the Conference Room 
 Children:  Wednesday, 6:00pm in the Nursery  
 

              EVERY MONTH AT HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Men’s Club:  1st Monday, 6:30pm, Conference Room.  Contact John 
 Dugan, 356-0661 
Parish Breakfast:  2nd Sunday, 9:15am, Parish Hall.  Sponsored by 
 our Knights of Columbus. 
Senior Spirits:  Contact Barbara Brienza, 277-5025 
St. Paula’s Pals:  2nd Monday, 11:30am, contact Mary Lenn White,  
 281-6651 
Knights of Columbus 3rd Degree:  2nd Monday, 6:30pm, Parish Hall. 
 Contact Perry Burden, 356-9880 
Knights of Columbus 4th Degree:  3rd Monday, 7:00pm, Conference 
 Room.  Contact Mark Conversino, 270-8234 
Women of Holy Spirit:  3rd Monday, Contact Michelle Rowe,  
 233-4682 

THIS WEEK AT HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Jan 22 9:00am Bible Study Lib 
Jan 24 8:45am Bible Study CR 
 6:30pm Bible Study CR 
Jan 26 9:00am Seton Haven Outreach CR 
Jan 28 4:30pm -

7:30pm 
Parish Spaghetti Supper 
 -  Sponsored by the Men’s Club 

PH 

Jan 29 9:00am Bible Study Lib 
 12 noon MCPS Presentation PH 
 3:00pm Spanish Mass  

 

  Youth Activity…. TEEN CAFÉ & LIFETEEN  
 

Wed, Jan 18: Teen Café-St. Bede  7:00-8:30pm 
 
Sunday, Jan 22: NO Lifeteen (March for Life, D.C.) 
 
Wed, Jan 25: Teen Café-St. Bede  7:00-8:30pm 

 
Youth Blog:  credocatholicmontgomery.blogspot.com 

 
 

●  This summer we will once again be attending Life Teen 
Covecrest Camp in Hiawasee, GA, from June 4-9, 
2012.  The total cost of the trip is $450.00 per person and we 
have a limited number of spots set at 45.  Spots will be filled 
on a first come first serve basis.  To reserve your spot please 
turn in your $100.00 deposit as soon as possible.  Checks 
can be made out to either St. Bede Catholic Church or Holy 
Spirit Catholic Church.  For more information please contact 
Ryan Bravata. 
 

●  Attention all high school students:  On February 24-25, 
2012, Teen Café and Lifeteen will be holding our first ever 
Winter Retreat.  The theme for the retreat is Hidden in Christ 
as the cost of the weekend will be $75 which will cover all 
meals, lodging, supplies, and retreat shirt.  The retreat will be 
student led and is one of the approved retreats for all 
Confirmation students though all students are welcome to 
attend.  If you would like to attend, please contact Ryan 
Bravata. 

Office of Faith Formation for Children  
 

Sunday, Jan 22 Faith Formation Classes 
  MCPS 9:25 to 10:35 AM 
 Liturgy of the Word for Children 
  During the 11am Mass 
 
Sunday, Jan 29 Faith Formation Classes 
  MCPS 9:25 to 10:35 AM 
 Liturgy of the Word for Children 
  During the 11am Mass 
 
     Vacation Bible School :   July 9-13, 2012 

St. Paula’s Pals 
All Widow and Widowers are invited to lunch on Monday,      
Jan. 23rd at 11:30am at Roosters on Atlanta Highway, at Taylor 
Rd.  For more information, contact Henry Barbara 272-0475 or 
Sylvia Sabbia 395-7070. 
 

Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW)  
Will be meeting Wednesday, January 25, at Our Lady Queen of 
Peace in Selma.  Registration is at 9:00am followed by a    
Meeting, Mass & Luncheon.  The cost is $14 for the meal.  All 
women are invited to attend.  Please RSVP by Monday, January 
23, to Michelle Rowe:  233-4682 or jmrowe2010@gmail.com. 
 

Photo’s for COPE 
Would you like to help out COPE and have some quality time 
with photographer Grace O'Conner?  For a $100 donation to 
COPE, Grace will spend 20 minutes with 1-3 people in front of 
the camera.  You will receive a 5x7 matted photo and will have 
the opportunity to buy additional photos of your choice.  She will 
be doing this in the Holy Spirit Library, from 9-6 on Saturday 
Jan. 28th and 1-5 on Sunday, Jan. 29th. View her work and 
contact her to set an appointment by visiting  
www.gracephotographystudio.com! Thanks for coming out to 
support COPE in all they do to support and provide mothers and 
children in the greater Montgomery area.   
 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
Struggling after an abortion?  Seeking peace - years after the 
choice?  There is healing for any person who struggles with the 
emotional and spiritual pain of abortion.  Transform silent aches 
of the past into a feeling of hope and peach through a Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreat, February 10-12th, in the Mobile area.  To 
confidentially register, call Bridget at 251-421-4313 or email 
rachelsvineyardmobile@gmail.com.  For more information, visit 
www.rachelsvineyard.org.  
 

Prison Ministry 
Male volunteers needed for prison ministry with immediate 
openings in Elmore County at Staton, Draper and Elmore     
prisons. Other vacancies exit as well. For further information 
contact your pastor or Deacon John Ross at Director of Prison 
Ministry 334-714-6281 or jfross@centurytel.net. 

HOMELESS MINISTRY  
One Church Mission Center needs a refrigerator to replace 
theirs that stopped working last week. Some members of our 
parish serve with this ministry that reaches out to the     
homeless in downtown Montgomery, specifically in providing 
and serving a meal to them once a week. 
 

If you, or someone you know, has a used refrigerator that 
you're willing to donate, please call Kay Knott at 306-5890. 
Many thanks for your help. 
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The Elijah Cup 
 

   Each weekend at Mass we will have our Elijah Cups in the 
vestibule for a family, individual, or couple to take home and 
put in a place of honor. 
 

   Each day for a week, during prayer time (morning, bedtime 
or at meals), they pray for an increase and perseverance of 
vocations.  The following Sunday they return the Elijah Cup 
and it will be passed on to the next person. 
 

   Praying for vocations is the most powerful way to support 
vocations.  A vocation is a call from the Holy Spirit, a gift from 
God that is nurtured in prayer.  When we pray for vocations, 
we lift up to our Father those men and women who he is  
calling in a very special way.  We hope that those who bring 
the cup home will continue to pray for vocations daily. 
 

   Please sign up today in the vestibule and be a part of this 
ministry. 

       

       Save the Date !              

Representatives will be at our 
parish on Sunday, January 

29th after the 11:00am Mass in the parish hall. There 
will be an informative presentation about Montgomery 
Catholic Preparatory School followed with questions 
and answers. Anne Ceasar, school president will lead 
the discussion. For more information or to schedule a 
visit and tour, call Mary Kelley, Public Relations      
Director at 277-7221,   extension 32. 

 

25th Annual Memorial Service for the Unborn 
Sunday, January 22, 2012 

2:30pm  
Greenwood Serenity Memorial Gardens  

Please Join us. 
 

The service will mark the 29th anniversary of the Roe V Wade 
Supreme Court Decision legalizing abortion in our country.  
The Memorial Service program will include representatives 
from local area churches and pro-life organizations. There will 
be singing and praise in thanksgiving for the wonderful gift of 
life and for the continued success of all who are praying and 
working for the well-being of the unborn, the aged and the 
handicapped. 

 
Presented by the Montgomery Respect Life Committee 

Montgomery Citizens for Life 

 

March For Life 
Monday, January 23, 2012 

Washington, D.C. 
 

Please pray for our youth who have traveled to  
Washington this weekend to participate in the  

Rally and March For Life. 

Thank You! 
I would like to extend my sincere gratitude and thank you to 
those individuals who graciously helped with the Christmas 
decor. Without your help it wouldn't have happened: Delita 
and Delohn Wyatt; Teresa and David Norris; Suzanne Bell; 
Kevin Ostrye, son Nick and friend, Taylor; Maria Nolan; Nancy 
Stevens & mom, Ann; Mark Brown; Brooke, Madison and 
Cameron Searcy.  And to the gentlemen on the construction 
crew who so graciously built us a tree box when all we asked 
for was a couple of blocks to elevate the middle tree... 
 
Thank you cannot express my thoughts enough!   
Penny Searcy. 

 

MCPS Open House 
 

Montgomery Catholic Preparatory School invited you to attend 
our Open House on Sunday, January 22.  Visit our Middle 
and High School Campus (grades 7-12) from 2:00-3:30 pm 
and our St. Bede Elementary Campus (grades K4-6) from 
3:30-5:00 pm.  We are excited to add K4 to our elementary 
program for 2012!  We will also have information about our 
new Holy Spirit Elementary Campus at all locations.  For more 
information, call (334) 272-7221, ext. 32. 

HAPPILY MARRIED COUPLES: Ever wonder why the Church 
makes such a big deal about Marriage? Jesus performed His 
1st miracle at Cana, even though it wasn’t His time. Maybe the 
Church cares so much about marriage because Jesus does. 
Come find out more about God’s plan for Joy, Romance and 
Love in YOUR marriage.  You’ll be glad you did! The next    
available WWME weekend in this diocese is February 17-19 at 
the Springhill Suites on Pensacola Beach. For information call 
(850) 994-9637 or go on-line at www.wwme.org 
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C O N N E C T I O N
FAITH

Invitations to parties often include the 
letters RSVP at the end, which is a polite 
(and brief) way of saying, “please let us 
know whether or not you will attend.” 
This Sunday’s readings look at some of 
the ways God invites us to join in the 
divine party.
	 The story of Jonah is always fun to 
read. While his three days in the belly of 
the whale is what we remember most, 
we often forget that Jonah was in the 
whale because God wouldn’t take “no” 
for an answer. That, of course, is the 
message of his preaching in Ninevah; 
people there believed that God would 
destroy the city. Which is harder to 

believe: that Jonah lived in a whale 

for three days or that the entire city of 

Ninevah immediately said “yes” to God’s 

invitation to reform? 

	 The reading from the Gospel of Mark 

is equally amazing. Imagine these four 

fishermen immediately walking away 

from their livelihood because Jesus 

made them a simple invitation: “Follow 

Me.” Obviously, Peter and Andrew, and 

James and John, received an offer that 

they dared not refuse. 

	 The Bible is filled with such 

invitations—stories where we are invited 

to do something simple for the Lord, like 

feeding the hungry, loving those who 

hate us, and taking up our cross. What 

is astounding is that so many people 

don’t realize that these invitations are 

addressed to them. “Oh, I thought you 

were inviting someone else!” 

	 But God’s invitations don’t work that 

way. You are invited, and God expects 

an RSVP from you. Will you accept the 

invitation?

January 22, 2012

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)  
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

 

Set time aside each day this 
week with other members of 
your household, with other 
members of your parish or 
alone to listen to and reflect 
on the living Word of God. 
Use these passages from the 
Lectionary that are assigned 
for Liturgy this week. Reflect 
on how the Lord is inviting you 
to a deeper union with him.

Jonah 3:1–5, 10
1 Corinthians 7:29–31

Mark 1:14–20

*

Mark 3:22–30
“How can Satan  
cast out Satan?”

Mark 3:31–35
“Here are my mother  

and my brothers.”

* **

Mark 16:15–18
“Go into all the world and 

proclaim the good news . . .”

*

Mark 4:21–25
“. . . the measure you give will 
be the measure you get . . .”

Mark 4:26–34
“With what can we compare 

the kingdom of God . . . ?”

Mark 4:35–41
“Have you still no faith?”

*Alternate readings exist for this day.

**�Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul  
the Apostle

One of the tasks Jesus gave to us as 
his disciples was for us to invite others 
to discipleship. Remember, people are 
more likely to participate in an activity or 
an event if personally invited by a friend 
or neighbor.

Adults
What can I do this week to invite a friend or 

neighbor to follow Christ? 

Children
What can I do this week to help a friend or 

classmate feel invited to follow Christ?

Questions  
of the Week

The Faith  
of the Church

When God invites us to the divine 

banquet, he does so to give us 

something and to get a response. Our 

response to God is always an act of 

faith: we never know fully what God 

expects from us or what the end result 

will be, but we trust in his compassion 

and mercy and are filled with his grace 

(Cf. US Catholic Catechism for Adults,  

p 37).
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TV evangelists preach a “Gospel of 

Prosperity”: Accept Jesus into your 

life, and you will know unlimited 

happiness, wealth, and prosperity. 

	 While being a disciple of Jesus 

offers joys and blessings beyond 

imagination, Catholics also recognize 

that suffering and grief are part of life 

and part of being a disciple of Christ. 

	 Jesus invited us to pick up our cross 

and follow him (Mt 10:38), to take his 

yoke upon our shoulders (Mt 11:29–

30). He didn’t promise life would be 

easy, only that he would always be 

with us and help us carry our burdens. 

	 Saint Theresa of Avila, commenting 

on the challenges that come with 

God’s invitation, once said to God, “If 

this is how you treat your friends, it is 

no wonder you have so few of them!”

	 God’s invitation is persistent, as 

Jonah quickly learned. While God 

allows us to freely say “no” to his 

invitation, he never gives up on us; he 

never stops inviting us. 

	 As Francis Thompson wrote in his 

poem “The Hound of Heaven,” God 

seeks us unceasingly, refusing to take 

“no” for an answer, never giving up 

until we are captured by divine love. 

This is the invitation that our God has 

for us.

Responding to God’s Word . . .

NIHIL OBSTAT 
Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Coerver, Censor Librorum
Imprimatur 
† Most Reverend Kevin J. Farrell, DD, Bishop of Dallas
November 21, 2011
The Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur are official declarations that the material reviewed 
is free of doctrinal or moral error. No implication is contained therein that those 
granting the Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur agree with the contents, opinions, or 
statements expressed.

Author: Daniel S. Mulhall
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Carry this thought in your heart as a 
guide for your faith journey this week.

And the people of Nineveh 
believed God; they proclaimed 
a fast, and everyone, great and 
small, put on sackcloth. When 
God saw . . . how they turned 
from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind . . .

Jonah 3:5, 10

An Invitation to the Feast

John Henry Newman went to Rome 
to discern if Jesus was calling him 
to follow him as a Roman Catholic. 
One day on the return voyage  
he prayed, “Lead me, O Lord! . . .  
I cannot see the way. . . . Lead, 
kindly Light.” The words brought 
such peace to him that he took a 
pencil and began to write. When he 
finished, he had written the lyrics 
to the famous hymn “Lead, Kindly 
Light.” Upon his return to England, 
he entered the Catholic Church and 
became one of its greatest leaders. 

For reflection . . .
Can I recall a time when, Like Newman,  
I placed all of my trust in Jesus to lead me 
through a night of darkness?

Lead, kindly Light . . . / The night  
is dark, and I am far from home; /  
Lead Thou me on . . . / I do not ask 
to see / The distant scene—one step 
enough for me.

John Henry Newman

From Mission by Mark Link, SJ

Meditation 
Moment

01222

 
Lord, Jesus, 

Thank you for inviting 
me to join in your banquet 

of love, the Eucharist. I accept 
your invitation. Help me to be 
worthy of this wonderful gift.  

Thank you for the invitation to 
discipleship, which I also accept 

willingly. Help me to take up your  
cross and to live my life in service to  
all who need my assistance. Thank 

you for your invitation to be a 
witness to you in all I do and say 

and am. With your love and 
support, may I be a  

faithful witness  
with my life.  

Amen.

Teresa of Avila

Teresa of Avila (1515–1582) was 

a Carmelite sister who reformed 

her community and the Church. 

Pope Paul VI declared her a 

Doctor of the Church because 

of her writings on theology, 

contemplation, and prayer,  

and because of the witness  

she provides on what it  

means to accept God’s  

invitation to divine love. 

S u g g esti    o n s
Use one of these suggestions or 
one of your own to respond to 
God’s Word this week.

In the home. Invite family members 
to join you in a spiritual activity. 
Consider attending Sunday Mass 
together, saying grace before and 
after each meal, gathering to pray 
the Rosary, or working together to 
feed the hungry.

In the workplace or in school. Look 
for ways to invite coworkers and 
classmates to join you in following 
Christ. Offer an invitation to join 
your prayer group, to work on a 
project to house the homeless, or 
to attend Mass with you.

In the community. Promote your 
faith in God in everything you 
do. Be a living witness to the joy 
and benefits of accepting God’s 
invitation.
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