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QQ22  
Jn 6:2  
2 A large crowd followed him, because they saw the signs he was performing on the sick. 
 
Jn 1:49-51  
49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; a you are the King of Israel.” 50 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? b You will see greater things than this.” 51 And he said to him, “Amen, amen, c I say to you, 
you will see the sky opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 
Man.” 
 
Jn 3:1-11  
1 d Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. e  2 He came to Jesus at 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no 
one can do these signs that you are doing unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered and said 
to him, “Amen, amen, I say to you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born f from 
above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a person once grown old be born again? Surely he 
cannot reenter his mother’s womb and be born again, can he?” 5 Jesus answered, “Amen, 
amen, I say to you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 
6 What is born of flesh is flesh and what is born of spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be amazed that I told 
you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind a blows where it wills, and you can hear the 
sound it makes, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes; so it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus answered and said to him, “How can this 
happen?” 10 Jesus answered and said to him, “You are the teacher of Israel and you do not 
understand this? 11 Amen, amen, I say to you, we speak of what we know and we testify to what 
we have seen, but you people do not accept our testimony. 
 

                                                      
a  Son of God: this title is used in the Old Testament, among other ways, as a title of adoption for the Davidic king 

(2 Sam 7:14; Psalm 2:7; 89:27), and thus here, with King of Israel, in a messianic sense. For the evangelist, Son 
of God also points to Jesus’ divinity (cf John 20:28). 

b  Possibly a statement: “You [singular] believe because I saw you under the fig tree.” 
c  The double “Amen” is characteristic of John. You is plural in Greek. The allusion is to Jacob’s ladder (Genesis 

28:12). 
d  [1–21] Jesus instructs Nicodemus on the necessity of a new birth from above. This scene in Jerusalem at 

Passover exemplifies the faith engendered by signs (John 2:23). It continues the self-manifestation of Jesus in 
Jerusalem begun in John 2. This is the first of the Johannine discourses, shifting from dialogue to monologue 
(John 3:11–15) to reflection of the evangelist (John 3:16–21). The shift from singular through John 3:10 to plural 
in John 3:11 may reflect the early church’s controversy with the Jews.  

e  [1] A ruler of the Jews: most likely a member of the Jewish council, the Sanhedrin; see the note on Mark 8:31. 
f  Born: see the note on John 1:13. From above: the Greek adverb anothen means both “from above” and “again.” 

Jesus means “from above” (see John 3:31) but Nicodemus misunderstands it as “again.” This misunderstanding 
serves as a springboard for further instruction. 

 
a  Wind: the Greek word pneuma (as well as the Hebrew ruah) means both “wind” and “spirit.” In the play on the 

double meaning, “wind” is primary. 
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Jn 4:16-26  
16 Jesus said to her, “Go call your husband and come back.” 17 The woman answered and said 
to him, “I do not have a husband.” Jesus answered her, “You are right in saying, ‘I do not have a 
husband.’ 18 For you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. 
What you have said is true.” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I can see that you are a prophet. 20 

Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain; b but you people say that the place to worship is in 
Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will worship 
the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You people worship what you do not 
understand; we worship what we understand, because salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the 
hour is coming, and is now here, when true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth; 
c and indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in Spirit and truth.” 25 a The woman said to him, “I know that the 
Messiah is coming, the one called the Anointed; when he comes, he will tell us everything.” 26 

Jesus said to her, “I am he, b the one who is speaking with you.” 
 

Q3 
Jn 6:5-6  
5 c When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip, 
“Where can we buy enough food for them to eat?” 6 d He said this to test him, because he 
himself knew what he was going to do. 
 
Jn 4:31-34  
31 Meanwhile, the disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat of 
which you do not know.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Could someone have brought 
him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of the one who sent me 
and to finish his work. 
 

Q4 
Jn 6:10  
10 Jesus said, “Have the people recline.” Now there was a great deal of grass e in that place. So 
the men reclined, about five thousand in number. 
 

                                                      
b  This mountain: Gerizim, on which a temple was erected in the fourth century B.C. by Samaritans to rival 

Matthew. Zion in Jerusalem; cf Deut 27:4 (Mt. Ebal = the Jews’ term for Gerizim). 
c  In Spirit and truth: not a reference to an interior worship within one’s own spirit. The Spirit is the spirit given by 

God that reveals truth and enables one to worship God appropriately (John 14:16–17). Cf “born of water and 
Spirit (John 3:5). 

a  The expectations of the Samaritans are expressed here in Jewish terminology. They did not expect a messianic 
king of the house of David but a prophet like Moses (Deut 18:15). 

b  I am he: it could also be translated “I am,” an Old Testament self-designation of Yahweh (Isaiah 43:3, etc.); cf 
John 6:20; 8:24,28,58; 13:19; 18:5–6,8. See the note on Mark 6:50. 

c  Jesus takes the initiative (in the synoptics, the disciples do), possibly pictured as (cf John 6:14) the new Moses 
(cf Numbers 11:13). 

d  Probably the evangelist’s comment; in this gospel Jesus is never portrayed as ignorant of anything. 
e  Grass: implies springtime, and therefore Passover. Five thousand: so Mark 6:39,44 and parallels. 
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Ps 23:1-2 (New American Bible With Revised New Testament) 
1 a A psalm of David. I  
b The LORD is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I lack. 
2 In green pastures you let me graze;  
to safe waters you lead me; 
 
Ps 23:1-2 (New Revised Standard Version) 
The Divine Shepherd 
A Psalm of David.  
1     The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.  
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures;  
he leads me beside still waters; 
 
Ps 23:1-2 (King James Version) 
A Psalm of David. 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 
leadeth me beside the still waters.  
 
Ps 23:1-2 (1890 DARBY Bible) 
1 Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he 
leadeth me beside still waters.  
 
Ps 23:1-2 (American Std Vers) 
1Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He 
leadeth me beside still waters.  
 
Ps 23:1-2 (AV 1873 | The Cambridge Paragraph Bible of the Authorized English Version) 
A Psalm of David.  
          The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  
     2      He maketh me to lie down in ?green pastures:  
          He leadeth me beside the still waters.  
      
 
Ps 23:1-2 (English Std Vers) 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  
2           He makes me lie down in green pastures.  
     He leads me beside still waters. 
 

                                                      
a  [Psalm 23] God’s loving care for the psalmist is portrayed under the figures of a shepherd for the flock (Psalm 

23:1–4) and a host’s generosity toward a guest (Psalm 23:5–6). The imagery of both sections is drawn from 
traditions of the exodus (Isaiah 40:11; 49:10; Jer 31:10).  

b  My shepherd: God as good shepherd is common in both the Old Testament and the New Testament (Ezekial 
34:11–16; John 10:11–18). 

?  Heb. pastures of tender grass. See Ps. 65. 12. 
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Ps 23:1-2 (The Message) 
23 GOD, my shepherd! I don’t need a thing. 
You have bedded me down in lush meadows, 
you find me quiet pools to drink from. 
 
Ps 23:1-2 (The NET Bible) 
A psalm of David. 
23:1 The LORD is my shepherd, 
I lack nothing. 
23:2 He takes me to lush pastures, 
he leads me to refreshing water. 
 
Ps 23:1-2 (New Century Vers) 
The Lord the Shepherd 
A psalm of David. 
23 The LORD is my shepherd; 
I have everything I need. 
2      He lets me rest in green pastures. 
He leads me to calm water. 
 
Ps 23:1-2 (New King James Vers) 
The LORD The Shepherd of His People 
A Psalm of David.  
1     The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  
2     He makes me to lie down in green pastures;  
     He leads me beside the still waters.  
 
Ps 23:1-2 (New Living Translation) 
A psalm of David. 
1      The LORD is my shepherd; 
I have all that I need. 
2      He lets me rest in green meadows; 
he leads me beside peaceful streams. 
 
Ps 23:1-2 (Revised Std Vers) 
A Psalm of David.  
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want; 2 he makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters; 
 
Ps 23:1-2 (Young’s Literal Translation) 
     1     A Psalm of David. Jehovah is my shepherd, I do not lack, 
     2     In pastures of tender grass He causeth me to lie down, By quiet waters He doth lead me. 
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Ps 23:1-2 (LXX - Septuaginta) 
Ψαλµὸς τῷ ∆αυιδ, τῆς µιᾶς σαββάτων. Τοῦ κυρίου ἡ γῆ καὶ τὸ πλήρωµα αὐτῆς, ἡ οἰκουµένη καὶ 
πάντες οἱ κατοικοῦντες ἐν αὐτῇ, 2 αὐτὸς ἐπὶ θαλασσῶν ἐθεµελίωσεν αὐτὴν καὶ ἐπὶ ποταµῶν 
ἡτοίµασεν αὐτήν.  

 
Q5 

Jn 6:10  
10 Jesus said, “Have the people recline.” Now there was a great deal of grass a in that place. So 
the men reclined, about five thousand in number. 
 

Q6 
Jn 6:11  
11 Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who were reclining, 
and also as much of the fish as they wanted. 
 
1 Co 11:23-24  
23 b For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night 
he was handed over, took bread, 
24 and, after he had given thanks, broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
 

Q7 
Jn 6:14  
14 When the people saw the sign he had done, they said, “This is truly the Prophet, a the one 
who is to come into the world.” 
 
Dt 18:15  
15 b “A prophet like me will the LORD, your God, raise up for you from among your own kinsmen; 
to him you shall listen. 
 

Q8 
Jn 6:20  
20 But he said to them, “It is I. c Do not be afraid.” 
 

                                                      
a  Grass: implies springtime, and therefore Passover. Five thousand: so Mark 6:39,44 and parallels. 
b  [23–25] This is the earliest written account of the institution of the Lord’s Supper in the New Testament. The 

narrative emphasizes Jesus’ action of self-giving (expressed in the words over the bread and the cup) and his 
double command to repeat his own action. 

a  The Prophet: probably the prophet like Moses (see the note on John 1:21). The one who is to come into the 
world: probably Elijah; cf Malachi 3:1; 4:5. 

b  A prophet like me: from the context (opposition to the pagan soothsayers) it seems that Moses is referring in 
general to all the true prophets who were to succeed him. But since Christ is the Great Prophet in whom the 
prophetic office finds its fulfillment and completion, this passage was understood in a special Messianic sense 
both by the Jews (John 6:14; 7:40) and by the Apostles (Acts 3:22; 7:37). 

c  It is I: literally, “I am.” See also the notes on John 4:26 and Mark 6:50. 
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Q9 
Jn 6:26-27  
26 Jesus answered them and said, “Amen, amen, I say to you, you are looking for me not 
because you saw signs but because you ate the loaves and were filled.27 Do not work for food 
that perishes but for the food that endures for eternal life, d which the Son of Man will give you. 
For on him the Father, God, has set his seal.” 
 

Q10: 
Jn 6:26-27  
26 Jesus answered them and said, “Amen, amen, I say to you, you are looking for me not 
because you saw signs but because you ate the loaves and were filled. 27 Do not work for food 
that perishes but for the food that endures for eternal life, a which the Son of Man will give you. 
For on him the Father, God, has set his seal.” 
 
Jn 6:40  
40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may 
have eternal life, and I shall raise him (on) the last day.” 
 

Q11 
Jn 6:28-29  
28 So they said to him, “What can we do to accomplish the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered 
and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in the one he sent.” 
 
1 Jn 2:9-10  
9 Whoever says he is in the light, yet hates his brother, is still in the darkness. 10 Whoever loves 
his brother remains in the light, and there is nothing in him to cause a fall. 
 
1 Jn 3:17  
17 If someone who has worldly means sees a brother in need and refuses him compassion, how 
can the love of God remain in him? 
 

                                                      
d  The food that endures for eternal life: cf John 4:14, on water “springing up to eternal life.” 
a  The food that endures for eternal life: cf John 4:14, on water “springing up to eternal life.” 
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Mt 25:31-46  
31 a “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit upon his 
glorious throne, 32 and all the nations b will be assembled before him. And he will separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will place the sheep 
on his right and the goats on his left. 34 Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 36 naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison 
and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous c will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ 40 

And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these 
least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ 41 a Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, 
you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and 
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 a stranger and you gave me no 
welcome, naked and you gave me no clothing, ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.’ 44 b 

Then they will answer and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?’ 45 He will answer them, ‘Amen, I say to 
you, what you did not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for me.’ 46 And these will go 
off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 
 
Jas 1:22-23  
22 Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of 
the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his own face in a mirror. 
 
                                                      
a  [31–46] The conclusion of the discourse, which is peculiar to Matthew, portrays the final judgment that will 

accompany the parousia. Although often called a “parable,” it is not really such, for the only parabolic elements 
are the depiction of the Son of Man as a shepherd and of the righteous and the wicked as sheep and goats 
respectively (Matthew 25:32–33). The criterion of judgment will be the deeds of mercy that have been done for 
the least of Jesus’ brothers (Matthew 25:40). A difficult and important question is the identification of these least 
brothers. Are they all people who have suffered hunger, thirst, etc. (Matthew 25:35,36) or a particular group of 
such sufferers? Scholars are divided in their response and arguments can be made for either side. But leaving 
aside the problem of what the traditional material that Matthew edited may have meant, it seems that a stronger 
case can be made for the view that in the evangelist’s sense the sufferers are Christians, probably Christian 
missionaries whose sufferings were brought upon them by their preaching of the gospel. The criterion of judgment 
for all the nations is their treatment of those who have borne to the world the message of Jesus, and this means 
ultimately their acceptance or rejection of Jesus himself; cf Matthew 10:40, “Whoever receives you, receives 
me.”See the note on Matthew 16:27. 

b  All the nations: before the end the gospel will have been preached throughout the world (Matthew 24:14); thus 
the Gentiles will be judged on their response to it. But the phrase all the nations includes the Jews also, for at the 
judgment “the Son of Man...will repay everyone according to his conduct” (Matthew 16:27). 

c  [37–40] The righteous will be astonished that in caring for the needs of the sufferers they were ministering to the 
Lord himself. One of these least brothers of mine: cf Matthew 10:42. 

a  Fire prepared...his angels: cf 1 Enoch 10, 13 where it is said of the evil angels and Semyaza, their leader, “In 
those days they will lead them into the bottom of the fire—and in torment—in the prison (where) they will be 
locked up forever.” 

b  [44–45] The accursed (Matthew 25:41) will be likewise astonished that their neglect of the sufferers was neglect 
of the Lord and will receive from him a similar answer. 
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Q12 
Jn 6:30  
30 So they said to him, “What sign can you do, that we may see and believe in you? What can 
you do? 
 
Jn 6:63  
63 It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh c is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you are 
spirit and life. 
 
Jn 20:29-31  
29 a Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and have believed.” 30 b Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of (his) disciples that are not written in this book. 31 But these are written that you may 
(come to) believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through this belief you 
may have life in his name. 
 
Ro 10:17  
17 Thus faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 

Q13 
Jn 6:31  
31 c Our ancestors ate manna in the desert, as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.’” 
 
Ex 16:1-31  
1 d Having set out from Elim, the whole Israelite community came into the desert of Sin, which is 
between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure from the 
land of Egypt. 2 Here in the desert the whole Israelite community grumbled against Moses and 
Aaron. 3 The Israelites said to them, “Would that we had died at the LORD’S hand in the land of 
Egypt, as we sat by our fleshpots and ate our fill of bread! But you had to lead us into this desert 
to make the whole community die of famine!” 4 a Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will now rain 

                                                      
c  Spirit...flesh: probably not a reference to the eucharistic body of Jesus but to the supernatural and the natural, as 

in John 3:6. Spirit and life: all Jesus said about the bread of life is the revelation of the Spirit. 
a  This verse is a beatitude on future generations; faith, not sight, matters. 
b  [30–31] These verses are clearly a conclusion to the gospel and express its purpose. While many manuscripts 

read come to believe, possibly implying a missionary purpose for John’s gospel, a small number of quite early 
ones read “continue to believe,” suggesting that the audience consists of Christians whose faith is to be deepened 
by the book; cf John 19:35. 

c  Bread from heaven: cf Exodus 16:4,15,32–34 and the notes there; Psalm 78:24. The manna, thought to have 
been hidden by Jeremiah (2 Macc 2:5–8), was expected to reappear miraculously at Passover, in the last days. 

d  On the fifteenth day of the second month: just one full month after their departure from Egypt. Cf Exodus 12:2, 
51; Numbers 33:3, 4. They encamped in the desert of Sin on a Friday; the murmuring (Exodus 16:2, 3) occurred 
on the sabbath, the arrival of the quail (Exodus 16:13) the evening before Sunday, followed by six mornings 
(Exodus 16:14–27) of collecting manna before the next sabbath. 

a  Bread from heaven: as a gift from God, the manna is said to come down from the sky. Cf Psalm 78:25; Wisdom 
16:20. Perhaps it was similar to a natural substance that is still found in small quantities on the Sinai peninsula, 
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down bread from heaven for you. Each day the people are to go out and gather their daily 
portion; thus will I test them, to see whether they follow my instructions or not. 5 On the sixth 
day, however, when they prepare what they bring in, let it be twice as much as they gather on 
the other days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron told all the Israelites, “At evening you will know that it 
was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt; 7 and in the morning you will see the 
glory of the LORD, as he heeds your grumbling against him. But what are we that you should 
grumble against us? 8 When the LORD gives you flesh to eat in the evening,” continued Moses, 
“and in the morning your fill of bread, as he heeds the grumbling you utter against him, what 
then are we? Your grumbling is not against us, but against the LORD.” 9 Then Moses said to 
Aaron, “Tell the whole Israelite community: Present yourselves before the LORD, for he has 
heard your grumbling.” 10 When Aaron announced this to the whole Israelite community, they 
turned toward the desert, and lo, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud! 11 The LORD 
spoke to Moses and said, 12 “I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them: In the 
evening twilight you shall eat flesh, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread, so that 
you may know that I, the LORD, am your God.” 13 In the evening quail came up and covered the 
camp. In the morning a dew lay all about the camp, 14 and when the dew evaporated, there on 
the surface of the desert were fine flakes like hoarfrost on the ground. 15 b On seeing it, the 
Israelites asked one another, “What is this?” for they did not know what it was. But Moses told 
them, “This is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat. 16 “Now, this is what the LORD 
has commanded. So gather it that everyone has enough to eat, an omer for each person, as 
many of you as there are, each man providing for those of his own tent.” 17 The Israelites did so. 
Some gathered a large and some a small amount. 18 a But when they measured it out by the 
omer, he who had gathered a large amount did not have too much, and he who had gathered a 
small amount did not have too little. They so gathered that everyone had enough to eat. 19 

Moses also told them, “Let no one keep any of it over until tomorrow morning.” 20 But they would 
not listen to him. When some kept a part of it over until the following morning, it became wormy 
and rotten. Therefore Moses was displeased with them. 21 Morning after morning they gathered 
it, till each had enough to eat; but when the sun grew hot, the manna melted away. 22 On the 
sixth day they gathered twice as much food, two omers for each person. When all the leaders of 
the community came and reported this to Moses, 23 he told them, “That is what the LORD 
prescribed. Tomorrow is a day of complete rest, the sabbath, sacred to the LORD. You may 
either bake or boil the manna, as you please; but whatever is left put away and keep for the 
morrow.” 24 When they put it away for the morrow, as Moses commanded, it did not become 
rotten or wormy. 25 Moses then said, “Eat it today, for today is the sabbath of the LORD. On this 
day you will not find any of it on the ground. 26 On the other six days you can gather it, but on the 
seventh day, the sabbath, none of it will be there.” 27 Still, on the seventh day some of the 
people went out to gather it, although they did not find any. 28 Then the LORD said to Moses, 
“How long will you refuse to keep my commandments and laws? 29 Take note! The LORD has 
given you the sabbath. That is why on the sixth day he gives you food for two days. On the 
seventh day everyone is to stay home and no one is to go out.” 30 After that the people rested on 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
but here it is, at least in part, clearly miraculous. Our Lord referred to the manna as a type of the Blessed 
Eucharist. Cf John 6:32, 49–52. 

b  What is this: the original man hu is thus rendered by the ancient versions, which understood the phrase as a 
popular etymology of the Hebrew word man, “manna”; some render, “This is manna.” 

a  St. Paul cites this passage as an example of equitable sharing. Cf 2 Cor 8:15. 
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the seventh day. 31 b The Israelites called this food manna. It was like coriander seed, but white, 
and it tasted like wafers made with honey. 
 

Q14 
Jn 6:41-42  
41 The Jews murmured about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from 
heaven,” 42 and they said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph? Do we not know his father and 
mother? Then how can he say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 
 
Mt 13:55-56  
55 Is he not the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother named Mary and his brothers James, Joseph, 
Simon, and Judas? 
56 Are not his sisters all with us? Where did this man get all this?” 
 
Lk 4:22-24  
22 And all spoke highly of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his 
mouth. They also asked, “Isn‘t this the son of Joseph?” 23 He said to them, “Surely you will quote 
me this proverb, ‘Physician, cure yourself,’ and say, ‘Do here in your native place the things that 
we heard were done in Capernaum.’” a  24 And he said, “Amen, I say to you, no prophet is 
accepted in his own native place. 
 

Q15 
a) Jn 6:52-59  
52 The Jews quarreled among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us (his) flesh to eat?” 
53 Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. 54 Whoever eats b my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my 
blood is true drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him. 57 

Just as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one who 
feeds on me will have life because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. 
Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died, whoever eats this bread will live forever.” 59 These 
things he said while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 
 

                                                      
b  Coriander seed: small, round, aromatic seeds of bright brown color; the comparison, therefore, refers merely to 

the size and shape, not to the taste or color of the manna. 
a  The things that we heard were done in Capernaum: Luke’s source for this incident reveals an awareness of an 

earlier ministry of Jesus in Capernaum that Luke has not yet made use of because of his transposition of this 
Nazareth episode to the beginning of Jesus’ Galilean ministry. It is possible that by use of the future tense you will 
quote me..., Jesus is being portrayed as a prophet. 

b  [54–58] Eats: the verb used in these verses is not the classical Greek verb used of human eating, but that of 
animal eating: “munch,” “gnaw.” This may be part of John’s emphasis on the reality of the flesh and blood of 
Jesus (cf John 6:55), but the same verb eventually became the ordinary verb in Greek meaning “eat.” 
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Jn 19:16-30  
16 Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. a So they took Jesus, 17 and carrying the 
cross himself b he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull, in Hebrew, Golgotha. 18 

There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus in the middle. 
19 c Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus the Nazorean, the 
King of the Jews.” 20 Now many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where 
Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. 21 So the 
chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that he said, ‘I 
am the King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 23 d When the 
soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four shares, a share for 
each soldier. They also took his tunic, but the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the 
top down. 24 So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it will 
be,” in order that the passage of scripture might be fulfilled (that says):  “They divided my 
garments among them,  and for my vesture they cast lots.” This is what the soldiers did. 
25 a Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. 26 When Jesus saw his mother b and the disciple there whom he 
loved, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, 
“Behold, your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. 28 After this, 
aware that everything was now finished, in order that the scripture might be fulfilled, c Jesus 

                                                      
a  He handed him over to them to be crucified: in context this would seem to mean “handed him over to the chief 

priests.” Luke 23:25 has a similar ambiguity. There is a polemic tendency in the gospels to place the guilt of the 
crucifixion on the Jewish authorities and to exonerate the Romans from blame. But John later mentions the 
Roman soldiers (John 19:23), and it was to these soldiers that Pilate handed Jesus over. 

b  Carrying the cross himself: a different picture from that of the synoptics, especially Luke 23:26 where Simon of 
Cyrene is made to carry the cross, walking behind Jesus. In John’s theology, Jesus remained in complete control 
and master of his destiny (cf John 10:18). Place of the Skull: the Latin word for skull is Calvaria; hence “Calvary.” 
Golgotha is actually an Aramaic rather than a Hebrew word. 

c  The inscription differs with slightly different words in each of the four gospels. John’s form is fullest and gives the 
equivalent of the Latin INRI = Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum. Only John mentions its polyglot character (John 
19:20) and Pilate’s role in keeping the title unchanged (John 19:21–22). 

d  [23–25a] While all four gospels describe the soldiers casting lots to divide Jesus’ garments (see the note on 
Matthew 27:35), only John quotes the underlying passage from Psalm 22:19, and only John sees each line of the 
poetic parallelism literally carried out in two separate actions (John 19:23–24). 

a  It is not clear whether four women are meant, or three (i.e., Mary the wife of Cl[e]opas [cf Luke 24:18] is in 
apposition with his mother’s sister) or two (his mother and his mother’s sister, i.e., Mary of Cl[e]opas and Mary of 
Magdala). Only John mentions the mother of Jesus here. The synoptics have a group of women looking on from a 
distance at the cross (Mark 15:40). 

b  [26–27] This scene has been interpreted literally, of Jesus’ concern for his mother; and symbolically, e.g., in the 
light of the Cana story in John 2 (the presence of the mother of Jesus, the address woman, and the mention of 
the hour) and of the upper room in John 13 (the presence of the beloved disciple; the hour). Now that the hour 
has come (John 19:28), Mary (a symbol of the church?) is given a role as the mother of Christians (personified by 
the beloved disciple); or, as a representative of those seeking salvation, she is supported by the disciple who 
interprets Jesus’ revelation; or Jewish and Gentile Christianity (or Israel and the Christian community) are 
reconciled. 

c  The scripture...fulfilled: either in the scene of John 19:25–27, or in the I thirst of John 19:28. If the latter, Psalm 
22:16; 69:22 deserve consideration. 
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said, “I thirst.” 29 There was a vessel filled with common wine. d So they put a sponge soaked in 
wine on a sprig of hyssop and put it up to his mouth. 30 e When Jesus had taken the wine, he 
said, “It is finished.” And bowing his head, he handed over the spirit. 
 
b) Jn 6:52-59  
52 The Jews quarreled among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us (his) flesh to eat?” 
53 Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. 54 Whoever eats a my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my 
blood is true drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him. 57 

Just as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one who 
feeds on me will have life because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. 
Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died, whoever eats this bread will live forever.” 59 These 
things he said while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 
 
Mt 26:26-28  
26 b c While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and giving it to his 
disciples said, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, gave thanks, d and gave it 
to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which will be 
shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins. 

                                                      
d  Wine: John does not mention the drugged wine, a narcotic that Jesus refused as the crucifixion began (Mark 

15:23), but only this final gesture of kindness at the end (Mark 15:36). Hyssop, a small plant, is scarcely suitable 
for carrying a sponge (Mark mentions a reed) and may be a symbolic reference to the hyssop used to daub the 
blood of the paschal lamb on the doorpost of the Hebrews (Exodus 12:22). 

e  Handed over the spirit: there is a double nuance of dying (giving up the last breath or spirit) and that of passing 
on the holy Spirit; see John 7:39 which connects the giving of the Spirit with Jesus’ glorious return to the Father, 
and John 20:22 where the author portrays the conferral of the Spirit. 

a  [54–58] Eats: the verb used in these verses is not the classical Greek verb used of human eating, but that of 
animal eating: “munch,” “gnaw.” This may be part of John’s emphasis on the reality of the flesh and blood of 
Jesus (cf John 6:55), but the same verb eventually became the ordinary verb in Greek meaning “eat.” 

b  See the note on Mark 14:22–24. The Marcan-Matthean is one of the two major New Testament traditions of the 
words of Jesus when instituting the Eucharist. The other (and earlier) is the Pauline-Lucan (1 Cor 11:23–25; Luke 
22:19–20). Each shows the influence of Christian liturgical usage, but the Marcan-Matthean is more developed in 
that regard than the Pauline-Lucan. The words over the bread and cup succeed each other without the 
intervening meal mentioned in 1 Cor 11:25; Luke 22:20; and there is parallelism between the consecratory words 
(this is my body...this is my blood). Matthew follows Mark closely but with some changes.  

c  See the note on Matthew 14:19. Said the blessing: a prayer blessing God. Take and eat: literally, Take, eat. Eat 
is an addition to Mark’s “take it” (literally, “take”; Mark 14:22). This is my body: the bread is identified with Jesus 
himself. MAT 26:26–29 

d  [27–28] Gave thanks: see the note on Matthew 15:36. Gave it to them...all of you: cf Mark 14:23–24. In the 
Marcan sequence the disciples drink and then Jesus says the interpretative words. Matthew has changed this into 
a command to drink followed by those words. My blood: see Lev 17:11 for the concept that the blood is “the seat 
of life” and that when placed on the altar it “makes atonement.” Which will be shed: the present participle, “being 
shed” or “going to be shed,” is future in relation to the Last Supper. On behalf of: Greek peri; see the note on Mark 
14:24. Many: see the note on Matthew 20:28. For the forgiveness of sins: a Matthean addition. The same phrase 
occurs in Mark 1:4 in connection with John’s baptism but Matthew avoids it there (Matthew 3:11). He places it 
here probably because he wishes to emphasize that it is the sacrificial death of Jesus that brings forgiveness of 
sins. 
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Mk 14:22-24  
22 a While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, and 
said, “Take it; this is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, and 
they all drank from it. 24 He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which will be shed b 

for many. 
 
Lk 22:19-20  
19 c Then he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my 
body, which will be given for you; do this in memory of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they 
had eaten, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which will be shed for you. 
 
1 Co 11:23-27  
23 a For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night 
he was handed over, took bread, 24 and, after he had given thanks, broke it and said, “This is my 
body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also the cup, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
death of the Lord until he comes. 27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the 
Lord unworthily will have to answer for the body and blood of the Lord. b  
 

Q16 
Jn 6:60  
60 c Then many of his disciples who were listening said, “This saying is hard; who can accept it?” 
 
                                                      
a  [22–24] The actions and words of Jesus express within the framework of the Passover meal and the transition to 

a new covenant the sacrifice of himself through the offering of his body and blood in anticipation of his passion 
and death. His blood of the covenant both alludes to the ancient rite of Exodus 24:4–8 and indicates the new 
community that the sacrifice of Jesus will bring into being (Matthew 26:26–28; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor 11:23–25). 

b  Which will be shed: see the note on Matthew 26:27–28. For many: the Greek preposition hyper is a different one 
from that at Matthew 26:28 but the same as that found at Luke 22:19,20 and 1 Cor 11:24. The sense of both 
words is vicarious, and it is difficult in Hellenistic Greek to distinguish between them. For many in the sense of 
“all,” see the note on Matthew 20:28. 

c  [19c–20] Which will be given...do this in memory of me: these words are omitted in some important Western text 
manuscripts and a few Syriac manuscripts. Other ancient text types, including the oldest papyrus manuscript of 
Luke dating from the late second or early third century, contain the longer reading presented here. The Lucan 
account of the words of institution of the Eucharist bears a close resemblance to the words of institution in the 
Pauline tradition (see 1 Cor 11:23–26). See also the notes on Matthew 26:26–29; 26:27–28; and Mark 14:22–24. 

a  [23–25] This is the earliest written account of the institution of the Lord’s Supper in the New Testament. The 
narrative emphasizes Jesus’ action of self-giving (expressed in the words over the bread and the cup) and his 
double command to repeat his own action. 

b  It follows that the only proper way to celebrate the Eucharist is one that corresponds to Jesus’ intention, which 
fits with the meaning of his command to reproduce his action in the proper spirit. If the Corinthians eat and drink 
unworthily, i.e., without having grasped and internalized the meaning of his death for them, they will have to 
answer for the body and blood, i.e., will be guilty of a sin against the Lord himself (cf 1 Cor 8:12). 

c  [60–71] These verses refer more to themes of John 6:35–50 than to those of John 6:51–58 and seem to be 
addressed to members of the Johannine community who found it difficult to accept the high christology reflected 
in the bread of life discourse. 
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Q17 
Jn 6:63  
63 It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh d is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you are 
spirit and life. 
 
Jn 6:53-56  
53 Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. 54 Whoever eats a my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my 
blood is true drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him. 
 

Q18 
a) Jn 6:66  
66 As a result of this, many (of) his disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer 
accompanied him. 
 
b) Jn 6:66-68  
66 As a result of this, many (of) his disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer 
accompanied him. 67 Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave?” 68 Simon Peter 
answered him, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
 

                                                      
d  Spirit...flesh: probably not a reference to the eucharistic body of Jesus but to the supernatural and the natural, as 

in John 3:6. Spirit and life: all Jesus said about the bread of life is the revelation of the Spirit. 
a  [54–58] Eats: the verb used in these verses is not the classical Greek verb used of human eating, but that of 

animal eating: “munch,” “gnaw.” This may be part of John’s emphasis on the reality of the flesh and blood of 
Jesus (cf John 6:55), but the same verb eventually became the ordinary verb in Greek meaning “eat.” 


